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As many of our readers received 
much satisfaction from the preach- 
ing of the Rev. Mr. Wilmer, and 
many others expressed themselves 
disappointed at being precluded 
from hearing him, we presumé the 
following sermon will be accepta- 
able. Tho’ the present is not its 
exactly appropriate season, still it 
contains truth precious at all times. 


A SERMON, 
DELIVERED IN ST. PAUL'S CHURCH, 
On the 4th of July, 1813: 

To the secondBrigade of Alexandria 
Militia, at the request of the of.- 
ficers. 

BY THE Rev Wm. H. WILMER. 
Rector of St. Paul's, Alexandria. 
DEUITERONOMY, xx1t, 7 to 11. 


“ Remember the days of old, consider the 
“vears of many generations: ask thy 
**ftuther and he will shew thee, thy eld- 
** ers and they will tell thee, when the 
** Most high divided to the nations their 
*‘ inheritance, when he set the bounds of 
**the people according to the number of 
“the children of Israel. For the Lord’s 
** portion is his people: Jacobis the lot 
*‘ofhis inheritance : he found him in a 
** desert land, and in the waste, howling 
* wilderness ; he led him about, he in- 
structed him, he kept himasthe apple 
* of his eye.” 


are the words of Moses, ad- 





dressed to the Israelites, after having 
- passed thro’ the wilderness. Many of 
~ those who had ‘been, personally en- 
gaged in those scenes of difficulty and 
danger, recounted by him, were yet 
living, and could testify in what man- 
ner the Lord had brought them forth, 
with a high hand and a stretched cut 
arm., ““ When the Most high divided 
to the nations their inheritance,” ag- 
signing the land of Africa to Ham, 
Europe to Shew, and Agia to vaphet, 





‘“* he set the bounds to the people ac- 
cording to the number of the children 
of Israel,” thereby (perhaps) mani- 
festing his disapprobation of schemes 
of aggrandizement and conquest.— 
“ Forthe Lord’s portion is his people, 
and Jacob is the lot of his inherit- 
ance ;” implying that as good people 
take the Lord for their portion, s0 he 
takes them for his, and presides over 
their destiny.—* He found him,” that 
is, Jacob and his deseendants, “ in a 
desert land, and in the waste howling 
wilderness; he led him about,” forty 
years “he instructed him,” in the law, 
“and kept him as the apple of his 
eye.” Nothing can exceed the force 
and delicacy of this expression. As 
deeply concerned, and as carefully at- 
tentive as man is for the safety of his 


eye, so was Grod for the protection of 


his people. | 7 

“ Remember” therefore, said Mo- 
ses, those days of old, and deserve 
by your future lives, the great bles- 
sings which are procured for you, by 
so signal a mercy and interposition. 

I feel warranted in instituting a 
parallel between the Israelites and 
these American states ; and shall ap- 
ply our text to the occasion which 
now demands our attention. Lappear 
before you my brethren, not as the 
champion ofa party, but asa minis- 
ter of the great and hely God; and 
officiating on this occasion, in your 
behalf at the aXar, I hope to escape 
the guilt of mingling sulphur with 
that sacred incense, which should a- 
rise before the King of nations. I 
taust thereforce, beg the indulgence 
of ail parties, iff preserve a neutrali- 
ty upon those topics which unhappily 
too much irritate and inflame the 
public mind. And this my firm de- 
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términation to endeavor to do so, will. 
I liope, screen me from any imputa- 

tion, should I unwittingly express a 

sentiment which may seem to contra- 

vene the notions of either. 

The request which you have done 
mé the honor to make, that I should 
preach before you onthe present oc- 
casion, affords me grounds of éncour- 
agement in the hope which it sug- 
gees that a religious, and not a po- 
itical celebration of the events which 
this day commemorates, is required. 
I may say, thérefore with Moses, 
*< Ye stand thie day all of you, before 
the Lord thy God ; your captains of 
your tribes, your elders and your of- 
ficers, With the men of Israel, that 
thou shouldest enter into covenant 
With the Lord thy God, and into his 
oath, which thé Lord thy God mak- 
eth with thee this day; that he may 
establish thee this day for a people 
unto himself, as he hath sworn unto 
thy fathers, to Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob. ‘ Remember the days of old, 
and the years of many generations,” 
&e. &e. 

The use which I intend to make of 
these words in application to our own 
case, is, 

1. To make a short reference to 
the signal favors which we have re- 
ceived asa nation from God, and to 
the present state of our country; as 
aiding us in both views. 

2ndly. To suggest the duties which 
the obligations thus ¢onsidered de- 
inand. 

I. Two hundred yeats have altea- 
dy elapsed since our forefathers land- 
ed at Jamestown in Virginia, . and 
laid the foundation for the future 
greatness of this extensive section of 
country. “The mighty blessings of 
civilization and christianity, with the 
sun pursued a western coursé, ’till 
they had réached the utmost verge, 
the Ultima Thule of the old world ” 
Long did they illumine that ancient 
land while they shone in nooritide glo- 
ry there, until the time ordained of 


God, when our fathers should cross 
the vast ocean. They brought the 
Bivle, the. blessed charter of thei, 
galvation: and with it, the rudiment; 
of seience and learning ; dispelling 
the long, long night of darkness, ip 
which these American regions had 
been involved, and laying the founda. 
tion of a new era in the annals of the 
world, and in the gospel progress on. 
ward towards the setting sum. A ra. 
dient morn of light and happiness 
then dawned upon this benighted 
land, yielding the joyous earnest of a 
future reeplendent day. That day, 
was however, overcast ; the morning 
loured, and our sun was hid in clouds. 
History records the almost incredible 
sufferings of our fathers in the wilder- 
ness ; exposed to the distresses of 
their first settlement, and to the fury 
and barbarity of savages ; and after. 
wards, to a more powerful and equal- 
ly implacable enemy, who urged on 
these savages .o lay waste our fron. 
tiers, and carry terror, and often de- 
solation into the heart of our popula- 
tion, We had well nigh been extir- 
pated, before we had eoen root in the 
soil. But blessed be God, “he led 
us and protected us in this desert and 
waste howling wilderness. He képt 
us as the apple of his eye” He had 
designs in our favour, whfch no hu- 
man power could frustrate. In 1762, 
peace once more smiled, and poured 


its abundant blessings upon our coun- , 


try. 


quility of this world, was sh t and 
deceitful. We were doomed ~ 


more unnstural conflict. : 
of brothers, were to be imbrued in 
brother’s blood. = ~~ , | 

The infatuated policy of the then 
ministry of England, sacrificed to s 
false dignity, and unworthy. suprema- 
cy, the true interests and prosperity 
of thé nation ; mot remembering that 
true dignity was to rule freemen and 
not slaves, and true supremacy to es- 


But this again, like the usual Gen: | 


‘to. 
suffer the horrors of another, and 
The hands: 












~ Against us.” 


cel in doing good. It was reserved 
for America to teach the world, that 
something was due to the native dig- 
pity and liberty of man. She raised 
her voice, first, in. the language of 
suppliant and dutifal petitions: but 
when this was not heard, she raised 
jtto a higher note—she poured it 
forth in the thunder of her arms.— 
She fought—she conquered—and was 
free. 

it will not comport with the design 
and limits of this discourse, to enter 
into the details of that arduous strug- 
gle, which terminated in our inde. 
pendence. Nor is it necessary. They 
have often been recited before you, 
and are engraven on your memory. 
‘“ Our fathers and elders”—the he- 
roes of our revolution, who sustained 
the shock, and participated in the 
hardships and glory of those great a- 
chievements can testify. History re- 
cords, and wil] transmit to future a- 
ges, the glorious events of that peri- 
od, and the pames of those illustri- 
ous worthies who shed their blood up- 
on the nationa) altar, for the nations 
weal. 

All that belongs to my department 
upon this occasion, is to ascribe those 
great blessings to their rightful cause. 
“ If it had not been the Lord who was 
on our side, well may Israel say: if 
it had not been the Lord who was on 
our side when men rose up against 


~us ; then they had swallowed us up 


guick, when their wrath was kindled 
A handfu) of men, un- 
fed, unclothed and undisciplined, tri- 
umphed over disciplined legions, vet- 
rite. palling and commanded by 
skilland valour. But their cause was 
just, and was therefore the cause of 
héaven.”.The arm of Jehovah fought 
for us. He raised up a Washington, 
the pride and bulwark of our nation 
—(O memory, why starts the invol- 
untary tear ?)—He raised up a Wash- 
ington. He put his spirit and his 
shield upon him. He appointed him 
our leader : and he hike another Josh- 
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ua, led our victorious Israel to the 
land of promise. “ Happy wert thou 
O Israel. Whois like unto thee O 
people, saved by the Lord, the shield 
of thy help, and the sword of thy ex- 
cellency ! thine enemies were found 
liars unto thee, and thou didst tread 
upon their high places.”* 

Innumerable and inestimable are 
the blessings into which we were in- 
troduced by our independence. En- 
joying an unrivalled constitution, se- 
curing to us every civil and religious 
privilege ; possessing a land sufficient- 
ly wide in extent, and fertile in char- 
acter ; far removed, by our local po- 
sition, fromthe theatre upon which 
the infuriated passions of man have 
se long displayed the direful trage- 
dies of war, we wanted only a virtu- 
ous and thankful use of those favors 
which we already enjoyed. 

But “‘ of the rock that begat us, we 
were unmindful, and have lightly es- 
teemed the rock of our salvation.” +— 
Of us it may be said, as was prophe- 
sied by Moses, of Israe]; “when I 
shall have brought them into a land 
flowing with milk and honey, and 
they shail have eaten and filled them- 
selves, and waxen fat, then will they . 
turn them te other God’s and serve 
them and provoke me, and break my 
covenant.”{ The Lord has therefore 
a controversy with his people. The 
sword is again unsheathed. We hear 
the din of arms, and the alarm of 
war. Reports of garments rolled in 
blood—of fire, rapine and devastation, 
fleat on every breeze. The Almigh- 
ty has weighed the nations in a bal- 
ance, and found them wanting. He 
abandons them, therefore, to the rage 
of ungoverned passions, he suffers 
them for their sins, to be broken to 
pieces asa potter’s vessel: and we 
are doomed to share in the general 
collision. When we maintain that the 
sins of nations are the ingredients 

* Deuteronomy xxxiii 29. 

tT Deuteronomy xxxii 18. 

+ Deuteronomy xxxi 20. 
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which compose and generate this tle- 
mental strife, and drive them into 
the vortex of war, we design merely 
to vindicate the ways of Providence. 
That God rules among the inhabi- 
tants of the earth, as well as among 
the armies of heaven, determining 
and directing the events of peace and 
war, and all those circumstances 
which lead on to the destinies of na- 
tions, is a doctrine clearly revealed in 
the scriptures, and conformable to 
the clearest dictates of natural reason 

The heathens themselves, fully be- 
lieved in this doctrine of a particular 
Providence, and had respect to it in 
all their offerings and sacrifices, by 
which they sought to propitiate an 
offended Deity. ‘‘ If the Gods,” says 
Cicero, “ do not extend their care 
and inspection to human affairs, what 
piety, what holiness, what religion 
will there be in the world? If they 
cannot, or wil] not concern them- 
selves with our necessities, to aid and 
succour us ; if they take no notice of 
our actions, what advantage is it to 
honour them, to build temples, and 
to pray unto them ?” ‘To these natu- 
ral sentiments of the human mind, 
reason adds her voice, and revelation 
confirms it by irresistible evidences ; 
assuring us, that not only the great 
and striking events of this world but 
even the most minute concerns of in- 

dividuals are not unworthy of the re- 
gard and superintendance of Almigh- 
ty God: that “ not a sparrow falls to 
the ground without his notice, and 
that the very hairs of our head are 
numbered.” 

It is certain therefore if God does 
at all take cognizance of human af.- 
fairs, that the neglect of his mercies, 
and counteracting his gracious de- 
signs are offences grievous in his 
sight and that to chastise nations in 
order to their reformation he sends 
them his judgments. The accumula- 
tions of vice, like the miasma in the 
Atmosphere require the purging tho’ 
the tremendous visitations of the tor- 


nado. 

“ While the judgments of [Teaver 
therefore are abroad, let us leary 
righteousness,” and proceed, 

Qndly. ‘To suggest the  dutie, 
which these obligations demand. 

“If there be a God, and that there 
is, all nature cries aloud thro’ all her 
works, then he must delight in vir. 
tue,” and virtuous nations must be 
his ‘peculiar care. 
sound legislators have taught that 
the virtue of the people is the only 
stability ofall governments, and the 
only true foundation for the security 
of social order and happiness. It 
follows therefore as an essential duty, 
that we enquire how far we, indivi- 
dually and in our official capacity 
have contributed to strengthen the 
virtue and morality of the nation, or 
by our depravity have concurred in 
loosening these bands of a nation’s 
prosperity and happiness, and in 
bringing down upon our country the 
divine displeasure. 

We call this a day of jubilee, in 
every year to rejoice before the Lord, 
and return thanks for the blessings of 
freecom. Remember the command 
given by him to the Jews, in the like 
cases ; when they caused the trum- 
pet of the jubilee to sound, they 
were to loosen the bands of wicked- 
ness, to proclaim liberty throughout 
all the land, to all the inhabitants 
thereof; not to oppress one another, 
but to fear the Lord and to do his 


statutes and keep his judgments ; that 
the land should yield her fruit, and” 


they should eat their fill, and dwell 
therein in safety. ya 
If we would then render this day a 
proper tribute of gratitude for the de- 
liverance we commemorate, We must 
deprecate our former sins, and so- 
lemnly renouncing them, promise to 
devote ourselves to the service of 
God, all the days of.our lives, 
far as we do this, we ‘worthily cele- 
brate this national festival, and con- 
tribute our part to the prosperity and 


Accordingly al] § 
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happiness of the nation. 


But if any seeds of ambition, licen- 
tiousness, or revenge, are yet left to 
spring up in our hearts, to check 
those fruits of peace end love, which 
the gospel of Christ would cherish 
there: if we have brought to this 
solemn festival any turbulent desires, 
any secret views of fostering party 
spirit, any lust of unjust dominion, 
any purpeses of future sin—Then let 
us be assured that we counter-work 
our own salvation, both in this. world 
and the world to come— Then our 
celebration of this day is only a 
motkery of our Almignty Creator, 

if we come to God for a blessing 
vpon our teatporal affairs, it must be 
from a conviction that all earthiy 
happiness is derived from him; that 
in his sight the best Christian is the 
best Patriot, andthat the man who 
upholds the majesty and purity of re- 
ligion best serves his country. 

The history of the world furnishes 
to us solemn and warning lessons up- 
on this subject. “ Where are now 
the nations and empires of ancient 
renown? Whiere is the Jewish na- 
‘tion? Where the Assyrian, the 
Macedonian, the Grecian, the Ro- 
man once so celebrated among man- 
kind, and at whose voice the sur- 
rounding nations trembled. Alas: 
they are fallen--falien- fallen into that 
abyss of shame and misery, where 
the ghosts of departed empires stalk 
about in sad lamentation of their 
former glory. Their desolation and 


“ruin followed their departure from 


the path of virtue and honor, and of 

wat they once were, we scarcely 
have remaining the monument of 
their ruins. 

Take warning then, O my country. 
Be wise, be instructed ye rising A- 
merican States! Let it be your 
lorious contention which of you 
shall stand foremost in making libe- 
ral provisions for the advancement of 
religion, without which, said one of 
the heathen Sages, there can be no 
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government, no learning, no hu- 
manity—without which neither can 
the laws be duly administered, nor 
the civil duties of life fulfilled ; uez 
the manners of a people improved, 
nor their happiness secured. 

If we would then be thought Pat- 
riots indeed—if we would transmit 
to posterity the invaluable blessings 
of freedom and virtue, let us labor 
by the purity of our hearts and lives, 
by promoting a love and veneration 
for the sacced institutions of religion, 
and by encouraging the practice. of 
its salutary precepts—to contribute 
our parts towards resuscitating the 
moral stamina of our country, end 
restoring it to its pristine health and 
vigour, and thereby to lay the cnly 
true foundation for our future great- 
ness and prosperity.* 





* The following extract from General 
Washington's circular letter, to the Gover- 
nors of the several states, is introduced, 
as well on account of the intrinsic excel- 
lence ofthe sentiments it contains, as also 
to refute the assertion frequently repeated, 
that notwithstanding the recognitions . so 
often and so solemnly made by the authoy, 
of the providence of God, he was yet 
really not a believer in divire revelation. 

** The free cultivation of letters—the. uy- 


*f bounded extension of commerce—the pro- - 


** pressive refinement of manners—the grow- 
** ing liberality of sentiment—and above all, 
“the PURE AND BENIGN LIGHT OF RE- 
* veLAaTIoN, have had ameliorating influ- 
** ence on mankind, and increased the bless- 
** ings of society.” 

** | now make it my earnest prayer, ‘that 
** God would have you, and the state over 
‘** which you preside, in his holy protection ; 
*‘ and that he would incline the hearts of 
‘the citizens to cultivate a spimt of sub- 
** bordination, andjobedience to government, 
**to entertain a brotherly atiection and love 
** for one another, for their fellow-citizens 
** of the United States at large, and parti- 
* cularly fortheir brethern who have served 
** in the field; and finally, that he would 
* most graciously be pleased to dispose us 
“ alltodo justice—to love mercy—and to 
‘“€ demean ourselves with that charity, hu- 
** mility, and pacific temper of mind which 
** were the characteristics of the Diving 
* AUTHOK OF OUR BLESSED RELIGION, 
** without a humble imitation of whose ex- 
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Wpon this occasion permit me tb 
ecdress you gentlemen, officers and 


privates, of the militia now gssem- - 


bled. The request you have been 
pleased to make upon me to direct 
your meditations and devotiOns this 
day, demands the duty, while it en- 
courages meto hope that you will 
take ig good part the word of exhor- 
tation, which a sense ef that duty 
courpels me to offer. 

A Soldier, above all men, should 
keep the fear of the Lord always 
before bis eyes, and ever maintein an 
jnterest in that precious scheme of 
salvation, which Ged ia much mercy 
has exhibited to fallen man. | 

Filling so conspicueus and impor- 
tgnt a station, he owes it te the com- 
munty te seta religious and useful 
example. Filling so perilous a sta- 
tion he owes it to himself to be pre- 
pared for all events. 

Religion while it adorns, gives se- 
eurity to the seldier. With a serene 
countenance, the good man faces 
danger, where duty cabls; he boldly 
fellows, undaunted at death, which 
ean have no terrors but what are de- 
rived from sin. For such an one 
Knows that death can only take a life 
which is exposed to daily jeopardy, 
and that sooner or Jater is all one, 
when he is at peace with the God of 
al] peace. 

His assurance is in the precious 
promises of the most High, who has 
declated that his “hand will cover 
the head of the righteous in the day 
of battle” That he seed not be 
atraid of the arrow that flieth by day, 
nor the sickness that destroy at noon- 
day: And altho’ it should please the 
Almighty disposer of events to re- 
move hjm by the casualties of war, 
that he hath in heaven a better and 


“* ample in these things, we ean never hope 
“* to be a happy nation. 
I have the honor to be, with much 
esteem and respect, Sir, Your ex- 
cellency’s most obedient servant, 
GEO. WASHINGTON. 
Moad-Quarters, Newburgh, June 18, 1783.” 
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more enduring substance— A tile that 
cannot be taken away. 
Si fractus illabatur orbis, 
Impavidum ferient ruins. Ho. 

Who would forfeit the consolationg 
of such a state forall the mad ainuse. 
ments of sin and folly, which leave a 
inan wretched at the last? Who 
would exchange the calm and serene 
tranquility of a conscience at peace 
with its God, end all mankind, en- 
Joying itself in all the prospects of 
the past, present and to come—a con- 
science sprinkled by the blood of 
Jesus, Whiose voice in sweel accents 
of music speaks peace unutterable ?— 
Who would exchange this for a state 
of guilt, where doubts, uncertainties, 
perplexities and continual agitations, 
toss and transport the soul, ‘till it 
resembles the ocean, torm by con- 
flicting teanpests ? 

Above all things 7 intreat you, 
let the adorable name of Jehovah be 
kept sacred among you. (ilorified 
angels fal] prostrate before it The 
very devils themselves tyemble at jt. 
And shall worms of the earth, de- 
pendent upon a pulse forevery breath 
of being, surrounded with dangers 
innumerable ; marehing forth in the 
very shadow of death ; today here, 
and to-morrow in eternity—shall they 
dare to blaspheme that holy name, 
before which all nature bows with 
adoration and awe ? 

Alas! when the great name of our 
Creator is become thus familiar, and 


prostituted to every common subject, . 
what name ehall we invoke in the 





day of danger? To what re 
shall we fly, amidst the various f 


at 


sures of life? To whose mere shall 
our of 


we lift up our eves in the 
death 2? And into whose bosom con- 
sign oursouls, when we Jaunch forth 
into the dark precincts of eternity? 
Once more then, I. beseech you, 
wenerate the holy name of God, and 
let the omniscient and omnipotent at- 
tributes of his Godhead, awe you in- 
to reverence, Jove and obedience. 
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Religion has never been thought 
disgraceful ina soldier, by wise and 
guod men There is a majesty in 
true religion, which awes wicked- 
ness itself into reverence. “ Abash- 
ed it stamds,” Hke Milton's satan, 
«and sees how awful goodness is; 
sees and tepines its boss.” Nume- 
rous are the examples, says Rolin the 
celebrated historian, to prove that 
the most pious men have always 
been the greatest Meroes. Nume- 
rous and striking, have been the é€x- 
emples in the cabinet and the field, 
ofthose who can perfectly reconcile 
the character of the gentleman, the 
statesman and the soldier, with un- 
feigned piety towards God, anda re- 
gular attendance of all the public or- 
dinances of religion, setting the glo- 
rious appellation of a christian above 
any other character, and not asham- 
ed to be publicly known as a man of 
religion and piety. 

Permit me then, to exhort you, my 
friends and fellow  citizens—you 
honored with the marks of your 
country’s esteem—wearing the bad- 
ges of its favorable discrimination— 
permit me to exhort you to requite 
those henors by a@ religious and use- 
ful life. Laudably emulous to dis- 
play upon this occasion, the proofs of 
your taste and discipline, fail not to 
adorn yourselves with a meek, a 


pure and christian spirit which in the 
_ sight of God, 


is of great price.— 
Soldiers in your country’s cause, fail 
not to fight under the banners of that 
Divine Saviour who died to procure 
for you'a deliverance from death and 
hell. Panting to subdue your coun- 
try’s foes, fail not to eonquer the ene- 
my of your heart’s peace. “ Grea- 


- ter is hé that roleth his spirit, than 


he that taketh a city.” Ambitious to 
gather laurels in the field of battle, 
cultivate the noble ambition of 
gathering those which fade not away 
forever. To all it is not permitted to 
atchieve great and illustrious exploits 
in the field of battle, and to have 


their eulogies proclaimed with a¢: 
clamations of applause: for but few 
are destined triumphal arches, and 
national processions, to commemo- 
rate how nobly they fought and con- 
quered ; bat to us all, as men and as 
christians; tous all, im this spiritual 
warfare, it is permitted to atchieve 
prodigies of valor. Our Sovereign, 
the King of Kings, lends his aid and 
presence, to animate us ip this noble 
contest. In bis sight, the secret vic- 
tories of the righteous, the conquest 
of his passions—the triumphs of reli- 
gion and virtue, possess more lustre ; 
are more worthy to be written down 
inthe eternal books, and shali be 
published with more applause to as- 
sembled worlds, than all those great 
events which fill the pages of our his+ 
tory, to which pompous monuments 
are erected, in order to eiernize their 
remembrance, and which then shelf 
be considered only as puerile squab- 
bles, the fruit of human pride and 
homan passions. When the mighty 
monuments of this world, which 
boasted a duration coeval with time 
itself—when these shall want a mong-: 
ment to tell they once had been— 
when their inscription shall be illegi- 
ble as whispered accents—the memo- 
rial of the christian hero—the true 
patriot and benefactor of mankind, 
shall be ever renewing. For him 
the everlasting doors shall be thrown 
wide: for hiin triumphal} arches shall 
be reared ; for him palms of ' victory 
and crowns of glory shall be prepar- 
ed. He shall enjoy a memorial more 
grateful than to be embalmed in a 
nations tears. His shall bea death- 
less fame. The trumpet of eternity 
shall proclaim it to its utmost limits, 
and the universe shall acknowledge 
that to be truly great, we must be 
truly good. 

Lastly. The doctrine of a par- 
ticular and superintending providence, 
which we have cursorily discussed, 
furnishes to usin the present crisis 
of our country, a source of asefal 
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and consolotary reflections. It teach. 
es us the duty of submitting our- 
selves with résignation, to all the 
calamities which the righteous dis- 
pénsations of heaven may send upon 
us. Bythis I mean, that believing 
as we profess to do,. and as chris- 
tianity teaches us, that war rises not 
by chance, but is sent from God to 
punish us for our sins, we should pa- 
tiently wait, til in the ordinary 
course of events. and by the opera. 
tion ofthe legitimate ageney, He is 
pleased toextricate us from our dif- 
ficulties. It is right, and our duty té 
use al] the lawful and constitutional 
means, to bring about a state of 
things more agreeable to our jade. 
ment and feelings ; but it is also the 
duty of every good citizen and chris- 
tian, to yield obedience to those au- 
thorities which are legally constitut- 
ed, seeing “the powers that be are 
ordained of God.” 

The view which reason and revela- 
tion gives us of an over-ruling provi- 
dence, shews us the Gracious Father 
of the universe riding in the whirl- 
wind, and directing the storm, and 
aridst all the tremendous machinery 

f his dispensations, planning the ul- 
timate welfare ofhis people. Amidst 
all the foreboding fears which a re- 
flection upon the present state of our 
affairs excites, this view makes 
“ light to arise in darkness to the up- 
right.” Inthe present state of our 
country, and of the world, therefore, 
if we would aet our part wisely, we 
shall obtain an interest in the favor 
of him who rides in the whirlwind, 
and manages the storm. So that 
whether he arise in the majesty of 
his wrath to destroy, or designs to 
preserve us as a nation, we may in- 
dividually apply to ourselves the com- 
fort of the doctrine, “ the Lord reign- 
eth, let the isles rejoice. ” 

To conclude. — 

reson goodness of the Almighty, in 

upporting the inhabitants of these 
United States through all the gloomy 


days of their pilgrimage: in. the yj 

derness, and in conducting us tot 

possession of this goodly land,. d 

mands of us. correspondent sent; 
ments of gratitude and love. W 

look round us, and behold a county 

wide in extent; temperate in climate 
exuberant in soil, the seat of plenty, 
the garden of the Lord, - The Genius 
of christian civilization waved its 
magic wand, and lo! the desert smil- 
ed. Where dwelled che ferocious sop 
of the forest, unhoused, untutored 
and unfed, we behold loxuriant tieids, 
populous towns, literary and religious 
domes spreading around. ‘The bar 
barous yell of the forest has yielded 
to the music of theskies. “ For w 
the wilderness and solitary place has 
been made glad, and the desert has 
rejoiced and blossomed as the rose” 


May the divine doodness lead us to 
repentance. 


[Z'o be concluded in the next} 








ADVERTISEMENT. 

Tose of our subscribers who will 
procure and forward to us the names 
of two other responsible subscribers, 
shall be allowed a discount of fifty 
cents, on their own subscription to the 
Magazine, for the first year. bs 

Those who have already paid thet” 
subscription, fer the first year,” will, 
on doing as above, be credited fifty” 
cents of what they have paid, on the » 
subscription for the second year. | 

Martinsburgh, Feb. lo, 1816. 


be 





_—_ 


PRINTED BY 
JOHN ALBURTIS, 


Martinsburgh, Virginia. 











